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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
This pack includes tests that assess standards covering integration of 
knowledge and ideas. I have aligned them with Common Core, but because 
reading comprehension skills are assessed similarly across the board, you 
can easily use these even if you don’t use Common Core. 

In the bottom left-hand corner of each page, there is a symbol. These 
denote the grade level of the passage and questions. 

2nd grade         3rd grade          4th grade          5th grade

I have written four levels of passages in fiction and nonfiction genres, as 
well as three levels of questions for each standard. This is to allow for 
differentiation for your learners. For instance, if a student is reading on 
a 3rd grade level in 5th grade, you might still give him the 5th grade 
questions, but give the 3rd grade passage. This will truly assess if he can 
perform the skill, not if he can read the passage given. Of course, you don’t 
have to do this, it is just one of the many options I’ve provided in this pack. 

I created a variety of long and short passages, as well as questions for 
each standard for each passage. The questions are not numbered so that 
you can mix and match them to create a longer test covering the skills you 
desire, or use them independently. I included the short passages with their 
grade level appropriate questions on one page*, but also on two separate 
pages so that you may still mix and match the passage levels and questions 
if you’d like. 

Thank you!
~Jivey    ideasbyjivey@gmail.com

*second grade passages do not have questions
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
VERY IMPORTANT FOR THIS SET

Standards RL.3.9, RI.3.9, RL.4.9, RI.4.9, RL.5.9, 
RI.5.9 ask students to use two texts or 
representations, so there are several 

question sets that require two passages 
from this assessment pack to be used in 
order to answer the questions. They are 

marked with an asterisk (*) on the table of 
contents. The questions pages also tell 

students to use two texts in the directions. 
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS

~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess for ONE standard:

example- one long passage and two short passages

example- four short passages (fiction and/or nonfiction)

The ways to combine the texts and standards are ENDLESS, 
but these next pages offer several suggestions. 

There is no limit to the number of tests that can be made with this pack!
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess MULTIPLE standards:

example- questions for all standards with only one passage

example- questions for two standards with two passages



~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess MULTIPLE genres AND standards:

example- save paper with text and questions on first page
(with fiction and nonfiction)

example- two text features with information
assessing only two standards

© jivey

HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS

NONFICTION

FICTION
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess grade level skills with a lower grade level text:

2nd grade level text

4th grade level questions
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess grade level skills with a higher grade level text:

4th grade level text

3rd grade level questions
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Going West
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main 
trails traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon 
Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon 
Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon 
Trail were actually 
branches of the Oregon 
Trail. The starting point of all of the trails was in 
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of people moved 
to Oregon. Free land could be found there to settle 
and they could begin a new life. Some people went to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with gold that 
could be found there. Others moved to Utah. There 
were many people who did not agree with the 
Mormon religion’s beliefs. Many Mormons moved to 
Utah for religious freedom.  

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West.

Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map add to the article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.7

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

Answer these questions about Going West.

Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map add to the article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.7

It shows where all of the people who traveled west were going. It shows the 

routes they took. 

It labels each trail with a color. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

Answer these questions about Going West.

Which is NOT a connection of the three trails?

a. All of the trails led to gold.

b. All of the trails gave people a chance to start a new life. 

c. All of the trails were traveled in the 1800s. 

d. All of the trails started in Independence, Missouri. 

Why did Mormons move to Salt Lake City?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

According to the article, what caused thousands of people to 

move to Oregon?

a. religious freedom

b. gold

c. getting rich

d. free land

R.8

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West.

Which is NOT a connection of the three trails?

a. All of the trails led to gold.

b. All of the trails gave people a chance to start a new life. 

c. All of the trails were traveled in the 1800s. 

d. All of the trails started in Independence, Missouri. 

Why did Mormons move to Salt Lake City?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

According to the article, what caused thousands of people to 

move to Oregon?

a. religious freedom

b. gold

c. getting rich

d. free land

R.8

Many disagreed with their religion, so they moved to Utah for religious 

freedom. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main trails traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually
branches of the Oregon Trail. The
starting point of all of the trails was in
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of
people moved to Oregon. Free land 
could be found there to settle and they 
could begin a new life. Some people went to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with 
gold that could be found there. Others moved
to Utah. There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon 
religion’s beliefs. Many Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  

Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map add to the article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

Answer these questions about Going West.

R.7

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main trails traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually
branches of the Oregon Trail. The
starting point of all of the trails was in
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of
people moved to Oregon. Free land 
could be found there to settle and they 
could begin a new life. Some people went to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with 
gold that could be found there. Others moved
to Utah. There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon 
religion’s beliefs. Many Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  

Which is NOT a connection of the three trails?

a. All of the trails led to gold.      

b. b. All of the trails gave people a chance to start a new life. 

c. All of the trails were traveled in the 1800s. 

d. All of the trails started in Independence, Missouri. 

Why did Mormons move to Salt Lake City?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

According to the article, what caused thousands of people to move to Oregon?

a. religious freedom b.    gold

c.     getting rich d.    free land

Answer these questions about Going West.

R.8

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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The California Gold Rush

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

1848

1853

January 24, 1848: 
James Marshall found a shiny metal near 

Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, California. March 15, 1848: 
People don’t believe gold was found when 
they read the San Francisco newspaper.

May 12, 1848: 
A store owner named Samuel Brannan ran 

through the streets of San Francisco, 
California, shouting “GOLD!” He was holding a 
bottle of gold crystals. Samuel’s store made 

a lot of money when hundreds of men bought 
their mining equipment from him. 

August 1848:
James Marshall wanted the gold to be a 

secret, but word spread. More than 4,000 
mines were set up around Sutter’s Mill.

March 1849: 
30,000 people head to Missouri to begin 

their westward journey. 

1849: 
The number of people in California raised 

from 20,000 people at the beginning of 1849, 
to 100,000 people. The people who moved 
to California during this year were called 

“the forty-niners.”

1850: 
The number of people in San Francisco 

raised from 1,000 people in 1848 to 30,000 
people. Businesses popped up all over the city 

to help provide supplies for miners moving 
into gold towns. 

1851: 
Much of the gold on the surface had been 
found. It seemed that the gold was running 
out. Men kept coming in hopes to get rich. 

They found new ways of mining.

1852: 
Over forty million dollars of gold was mined 
in 1852 in California. Over 220,000 people 

had traveled to California since 1848, 
including Chinese immigrants.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Based on the timeline, which statement is true?

a. Samuel Brannan wanted the gold to be a secret.

b. People living in California went down between 1849 and 1851.

c. No one found any gold after 1851. 

d. People started new businesses in San Francisco in 1850.

R.7
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Based on the timeline, which statement is true?

a. Samuel Brannan wanted the gold to be a secret.

b. People living in California went down between 1849 and 1851.

c. No one found any gold after 1851. 

d. People started new businesses in San Francisco in 1850.

R.7

The information given happened over a period of time, so it was easier to 

show when each event happened by using a timeline. 

California Gold Rush

Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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What was the effect of Samuel Brannan spreading the news 

about gold?

a. He held gold crystals. 

b. He shouted “GOLD!”

c. He made money from men who bought equipment. 

d. No one believed there was gold. 

Why did people find new ways of mining in 1851?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the connection between the number of people living 

in California and the amount of gold mined?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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What was the effect of Samuel Brannan spreading the news 

about gold?

a. He held gold crystals. 

b. He shouted “GOLD!”

c. He made money from men who bought equipment. 

d. No one believed there was gold. 

Why did people find new ways of mining in 1851?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the connection between the number of people living 

in California and the amount of gold mined?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8

All of the gold on the surface had been found. 

More people moved to California to mine for gold, so more gold was found. 

-OR-

More people moved to California to mine for gold, so each person got less gold. 

Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using information from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage gives details about where gold was found?

______________________________________________________

R.9

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using information from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage gives details about where gold was found?

______________________________________________________

R.9

The California Gold Rush

Gold was first found at Sutter’s Mill. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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4TH

GRADE
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Going West
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main 
routes traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon 
Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon 
Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon 
Trail were actually 
offshoots of the Oregon 
Trail. The starting point of all of the trails was in 
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of people 
migrated to Oregon where free land could be settled 
and they could begin a new life. Some people went to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with gold that 
could be found there. Still, others moved to Utah. 
There were many people who did not agree with the 
Mormon religion’s beliefs, so the Mormons moved to 
Utah for religious freedom.  

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West.

Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.7

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

Answer these questions about Going West.

Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.7

It shows where all of the people who traveled west were going. It shows the 

routes the author describes. 

It labels each trail with a color. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West.
R.8

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Going West.

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.8

Many disagreed with the Mormon religion, so they moved to Utah for religious 

freedom. 

People wanted to strike it rich with gold that was found there. 

The article gives information about the three routes taken to travel west. It 

explains the routes shown on the map. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main trails traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually
offshoots of the Oregon Trail. The
starting point of all of the trails was in
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of
people migrated to Oregon where free 
land could be settled and they could begin 
a new life. Some people went to California 
in hopes of striking it rich with gold that 
could be found there. Still, others moved to Utah. 
There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon religion’s beliefs, 
so the Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  
Answer these questions about Going West.
Based on the map, which statement is true?

a. At South Pass, Mormons went north to Salt Lake City. 

b. At Fort Hall, people seeking gold traveled north. 

c. At Fort Hall, people traveled north to Portland for a new life. 

d. Sutter’s Mill was north of Portland. 

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

What is the purpose of the key on the map?

______________________________________________________

R.7

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the main trails traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually
offshoots of the Oregon Trail. The
starting point of all of the trails was in
Independence, Missouri. Thousands of
people migrated to Oregon where free 
land could be settled and they could begin 
a new life. Some people went to California 
in hopes of striking it rich with gold that 
could be found there. Still, others moved to Utah. 
There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon religion’s beliefs, 
so the Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  
Answer these questions about Going West.

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.8

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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The California Gold Rush

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

1848

1853

January 24, 1848: 
James Marshall found a shiny metal near 

Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, California. March 15, 1848: 
People don’t believe gold was found when 
they read the San Francisco newspaper.

May 12, 1848: 
A merchant named Samuel Brannan ran 
through the streets of San Francisco, 

California, shouting “GOLD!” while holding a 
bottle of gold crystals. Samuel’s store made 

a lot of money when hundreds of men bought 
their mining equipment from him. 

August 1848:
James Marshall wanted the gold to be a 
secret, but word spread, and more than 
4,000 mines were established around 

Sutter’s Mill.

March 1849: 
30,000 people head to Missouri to begin 

their westward journey. 

1849: 
The population of California raised from 
20,000 people at the beginning of 1849, 

to 100,000 people. The people who migrated 
to California during this year were called 

“the forty-niners.”

1850: 
The population of San Francisco raised from 
1,000 people in 1848 to 30,000. Businesses 
popped up all over the city to help provide 
supplies for miners moving into gold towns. 

1851: 
Much of the gold on the surface had been 
found. It seemed that the gold was running 

out, but men kept coming in hopes to get rich. 
They found new ways of mining.

1852: 
Over forty million dollars of gold was mined 
in 1852 in California. Over 220,000 people 

had traveled to California since 1848, 
including Chinese immigrants.

PREVIEW
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What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Based on the timeline, which statement is true?

a. Samuel Brannan wanted the gold to be a secret.

b. People living in California went down between 1849 and 1851.

c. No one found any gold after 1851. 

d. People started new businesses in San Francisco in 1850.

R.7
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.
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What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Based on the timeline, which statement is true?

a. Samuel Brannan wanted the gold to be a secret.

b. People living in California went down between 1849 and 1851.

c. No one found any gold after 1851. 

d. People started new businesses in San Francisco in 1850.

R.7

The information given happened over a period of time, so it was easier to 

show when each event happened by using a timeline. 

California Gold Rush

Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.
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What evidence is shown on the timeline that suggests why 

the first mines built were around Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

How does the author prove that people continued to move to 
California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the reason for people finding new ways of mining?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.
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What evidence is shown on the timeline that suggests why 

the first mines built were around Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

How does the author prove that people continued to move to 
California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the reason for people finding new ways of mining?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

All of the gold on the surface had been found. 

The author provides data (numbers) of population growth each year. 

James Marshall wanted the gold to be a secret- he was the first to find gold 

in 1848, and the mines were built where he found it. 
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using evidence from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage gives details about where gold was found?

______________________________________________________

R.9
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using evidence from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage gives details about where gold was found?

______________________________________________________

R.9

The California Gold Rush

Gold was first found at Sutter’s Mill. 
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Going West
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the primary
routes traveled in the 
1800s were the Oregon 
Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon 
Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon 
Trail were actually 
offshoots of the Oregon 
Trail. No matter where they were heading, people 
departed from Independence, Missouri. Thousands of 
people migrated to Oregon where free land could be 
settled and they could begin a new life. Some people 
journeyed to California in hopes of striking it rich 
with gold that could be found there. Still, others 
moved to Utah. There were many people who did not 
agree with the Mormon religion’s beliefs, so the 
Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  
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Answer these questions about Going West.

What is the best resource to use to find more maps?

a. dictionary

b. almanac

c. newspaper

d. atlas

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What keyword should you type in a search engine to find 

more information about people who moved west to Portland?

a. Oregon Trail

b. California Trail

c. Mormon Trail

d. The Gold Rush

R.7
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Answer these questions about Going West.

What is the best resource to use to find more maps?

a. dictionary

b. almanac

c. newspaper

d. atlas

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What keyword should you type in a search engine to find 

more information about people who moved west to Portland?

a. Oregon Trail

b. California Trail

c. Mormon Trail

d. The Gold Rush

R.7

It shows where all of the people who traveled west were going. It shows the 

routes the author describes. 
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Answer these questions about Going West.
R.8

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Answer these questions about Going West.

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people 

moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.8

Many disagreed with the Mormon religion, so they moved to Utah for religious 

freedom. 

People wanted to strike it rich with gold that was found there. 

The article gives information about the three routes taken to travel west. It 

explains the routes shown on the map. 
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the primary routes traveled in 
the 1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually 
offshoots of the Oregon Trail. No matter 
where they were heading, people departed 
from Independence, Missouri. Thousands 
of people migrated to Oregon where free 
land could be settled and they could begin 
a new life. Some people journeyed to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with gold 
that could be found there. Still, others moved to 
Utah. There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon religion’s 
beliefs, so the Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  

What is the best resource to use to find more maps?

a. dictionary b.     almanac

c.       newspaper d.     atlas

How does the map support what the author is saying?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What keyword should you type in a search engine to find more information about people 

who moved west to Portland?

a. Oregon Trail b.      California Trail

c.       Mormon Trail d.      The Gold Rush

Answer these questions about Going West.

R.7
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Going West

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three of the primary routes traveled in 
the 1800s were the Oregon Trail, the California 
Trail, and the Mormon Trail. The California 
Trail and the Mormon Trail were actually 
offshoots of the Oregon Trail. No matter 
where they were heading, people departed 
from Independence, Missouri. Thousands 
of people migrated to Oregon where free 
land could be settled and they could begin 
a new life. Some people journeyed to 
California in hopes of striking it rich with gold 
that could be found there. Still, others moved to 
Utah. There were many people who did not agree with the Mormon religion’s 
beliefs, so the Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  

Answer these questions about Going West.

R.8

What is the purpose of this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people moved to Utah?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What evidence does the author provide to show why people moved to California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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The California Gold Rush

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

1848

1853

January 24, 1848: 
James Marshall found a shiny metal near 

Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, California. March 15, 1848: 
People don’t believe gold was discovered 

when they read about it in 
the San Francisco newspaper.May 12, 1848: 

A merchant named Samuel Brannan ran 
through the streets of San Francisco, 

California, shouting “GOLD!” while holding a 
bottle of gold crystals. Samuel’s store made 

a lot of money when hundreds of men bought 
their mining equipment from him. 

August 1848:
James Marshall wanted the gold to be a 
secret, but word spread, and more than 
4,000 mines were established around 

Sutter’s Mill.

March 1849: 
30,000 people depart for Missouri to begin 

their westward journey. 

1849: 
The population of California raised from 
20,000 people at the beginning of 1849, 

to 100,000 people. The people who migrated 
to California during this year were called 

“the forty-niners.”

1850: 
The population of San Francisco raised from 
1,000 people in 1848 to 30,000. Businesses 
popped up all over the city to help provide 
supplies for miners moving into gold towns. 

1851: 
Much of the gold on the surface had been 
found. It seemed that the gold was running 

out, but men kept coming in hopes to get rich. 
They found new ways of mining.

1852: 
Over forty million dollars of gold was mined 
in 1852 in California. Over 220,000 people 

had traveled to California since 1848, 
including Chinese immigrants.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Who would you research if you wanted to find out more 

information about the man who first found gold in California?

______________________________________________________

Where could you find out how many pounds of gold were 

mined in 1852? Name at least two resources:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.7
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.
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What does the timeline provide information about?

______________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to present the 

information in a timeline rather than in paragraphs?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Who would you research if you wanted to find out more 

information about the man who first found gold in California?

______________________________________________________

Where could you find out how many pounds of gold were 

mined in 1852? Name at least two resources:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.7
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

Accept reasonable answers

James Marshall

The information given happened over a period of time, so it was easier to 

show when each event happened by using a timeline. 

California Gold Rush
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What evidence is shown on the timeline that suggests why 

the first mines built were around Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

How does the author prove that people continued to move to 
California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the reason for people finding new ways of mining?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.
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What evidence is shown on the timeline that suggests why 

the first mines built were around Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

How does the author prove that people continued to move to 
California?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the reason for people finding new ways of mining?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.8
Answer these questions about The California Gold Rush.

All of the gold on the surface had been found. 

The author provides data (numbers) of population growth each year. 

James Marshall wanted the gold to be a secret- he was the first to find gold 

in 1848, and the mines were built where he found it. 
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using evidence from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Were there important details about where the gold was 

found that was presented in one passage but not the other? 
Provide evidence.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.9
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Answer these questions about Going West and The California Gold Rush.

What information is NOT found in both passages?

a. People leave from Missouri.

b. People traveled to California in search of gold. 

c. People traveled west in the 1800s. 

d. People traveled to Utah for religious freedom. 

Using evidence from The California Gold Rush, why did the 

map show that the California Trail ended at Sutter’s Mill?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Were there important details about where the gold was 

found that was presented in one passage but not the other? 
Provide evidence.

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.9

Going West shows where the trail was to get to the gold, as well as the gold 

fields. The California Gold Rush tells where gold was first found and where 

mines were built. 

Gold was first found at Sutter’s Mill. 
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Going West
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Three trails traveled 
in the 1800s were the 
Oregon Trail, the 
California Trail, and 
the Mormon Trail. The 
California Trail and the 
Mormon Trail were
branches of the Oregon 
Trail. The starting point 
of all of the trails was in Independence, Missouri. 
Thousands of people moved to Oregon. Free land 
could be found in Oregon. People moved there so they 
could begin a new life. Some people went to California 
in hopes of striking it rich. They wanted to get rich 
on the gold that was found in California. Others 
moved to Utah. There were many people who did not 
agree with the Mormon religion’s beliefs. Many 
Mormons moved to Utah for religious freedom.  
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The California Gold Rush

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

1848

1853

January 24, 1848: 
James Marshall found a shiny metal near 

Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, California. March 15, 1848: 
People don’t believe gold was found when 
they read the San Francisco newspaper.

May 12, 1848: 
A store owner named Samuel Brannan ran 

through the streets of San Francisco, 
California, shouting “GOLD!” He was holding 

a bottle of gold crystals. Samuel’s store 
made a lot of money when hundreds of 
men bought mining equipment from him. 

August 1848:
James Marshall hoped the gold stayed a 
secret, but it didn’t. More than 4,000 

mines were set up around Sutter’s Mill.

March 1849: 
30,000 people head to Missouri to begin 

their westward journey. 

1849: 
The number of people in California was 
20,000 people at the beginning of 1849. 

By the end of 1849, there were 
100,000 people. The people who moved 

to California during this year were called 
“the forty-niners.”1850: 

The number of people in San Francisco 
raised from 1,000 in 1848 to 30,000. 

Businesses popped up all over the city. 
They sold supplies for miners. 

1851: 
Much of the gold on the top of the 

ground was found. It seemed that the 
gold was running out. Men kept coming, 
though. They found new ways of mining.

1852: 
Over forty million dollars of gold was 

mined in 1852 in California. Over 220,000 
people had traveled to California since 

1848, including Chinese immigrants.
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