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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
This pack includes tests that assess standards covering key 
ideas and details, craft and structure, and integration of 
knowledge and ideas. I have aligned them with 5th Grade 
Common Core, but because reading comprehension skills are 
assessed similarly across the board, you can easily use these 
even if you don’t use Common Core. 

I created a variety of long and short passages, as well as 
questions for each standard for each passage. The questions 
are not numbered so that you can mix and match them to 
create a longer test covering the skills you desire, or use 
them independently. I included the short passages with their 
questions on one page, but also on two separate pages so 
that you may use as many questions per passage as you’d 
like. 

Thank you!
~Jivey    ideasbyjivey@gmail.com
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS

~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess for ONE standard:

example- one long passage and two short passages

example- four short passages (fiction and/or nonfiction)

The ways to combine the texts and standards are ENDLESS, 
but these next pages offer several suggestions. 

There is no limit to the number of tests that can be made with this pack!
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess MULTIPLE standards:

example- questions for all standards with only one passage

example- questions for two standards with two passages
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess MULTIPLE genres AND standards:

example- save paper with text and questions on first page
(with fiction and nonfiction)

example- four different short passages
assessing only two standards (with fiction and nonfiction) 

NONFICTION

FICTION
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FICTION PASSAGES
THE ATTIC p. 18-19 p. 20-21 N/A

THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER p. 26-27 p. 28-29 N/A

THE FOX AND THE GRAPES p. 34 p. 35-36 p. 41

HOMEWORK p. 44 p. 45-47 p. 52

THE MONEY JAR p. 55 p. 56-57 p. 62

THE STORY OF FIDGETY PHILIP (POEM) p. 65 p. 66-67 N/A

NONFICTION PASSAGES
SHARKS p. 72 p. 73-74 N/A

THE WATER CYCLE p. 79 p. 80-81 N/A

CHICKEES p. 86 p. 87-88 p. 93

FOXES p. 96 p. 97-98 p. 103

A ROBIN’S NEST p. 106 p. 107-108 p. 113

COTTON GIN p. 116 p. 117-118 p. 123

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 
and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
THE ATTIC p. 18-19 p. 22-23 N/A

THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER p. 26-27 p. 30-31 N/A

THE FOX AND THE GRAPES p. 34 p. 37-38 p. 42

HOMEWORK p. 44 p. 48-49 p. 53

THE MONEY JAR p. 55 p. 58-59 p. 63

THE STORY OF FIDGETY PHILIP (POEM) p. 65 p. 66-67 N/A

NONFICTION PASSAGES
SHARKS p. 72 p. 75-76 N/A

THE WATER CYCLE p. 79 p. 82-83 N/A

CHICKEES p. 86 p. 89-90 p. 94

FOXES p. 96 p. 99-100 p. 104

A ROBIN’S NEST p. 106 p. 109-110 p. 114

COTTON GIN p. 116 p. 119-120 p. 124

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze 
their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions



© jivey

FICTION PASSAGES
THE ATTIC p. 18-19 p. 24-25 N/A

THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER p. 26-27 p. 32-33 N/A

THE FOX AND THE GRAPES p. 34 p. 39-40 p. 43

HOMEWORK p. 44 p. 50-51 p. 54

THE MONEY JAR p. 55 p. 60-61 p. 64

THE STORY OF FIDGETY PHILIP (POEM) p. 65 p. 68-69 N/A

NONFICTION PASSAGES
SHARKS p. 72 p. 77-78 N/A

THE WATER CYCLE p. 79 p. 84-85 N/A

CHICKEES p. 86 p. 91-92 p. 95

FOXES p. 96 p. 101-102 p. 105

A ROBIN’S NEST p. 106 p. 111-112 p. 115

COTTON GIN p. 116 p. 121-122 p. 125

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop 
and interact over the course of a text.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions
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craft and structure
R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.

FICTION PASSAGES
the land of counterpane (poem) p. 127 p. 128-129 N/A

pandora’s box p. 134 p. 135-136 N/A

the nest p. 141 p. 142-143 p. 148

the ant and the cricket (poem) p. 151 p. 152-153 N/A

the lion and the mouse (drama) p. 158 p. 159-160 N/A

the dog p. 165 p. 166-167 p. 172

NONFICTION PASSAGES
underwater forests p. 175 p. 176-177 N/A

ants: nature’s gardeners p. 182 p. 183-184 N/A

melissa’s diary p. 185 p. 186-187 p. 192

anti-suffrage for women p. 193 p. 194-195 N/A

the republic newspaper p. 196 p. 197-198 N/A

days on the road / a trip across the plains p. 203 p. 204-205 N/A

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage         questions       w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
the land of counterpane (poem) p. 127 p. 130-131 N/A

pandora’s box p. 134 p. 137-138 N/A

the nest p. 141 p. 144-145 p. 149

the ant and the cricket (poem) p. 151 p. 154-155 N/A

the lion and the mouse (drama) p. 158 p. 161-162 N/A

the dog p. 165 p. 168-169 p. 173

NONFICTION PASSAGES
underwater forests p. 175 p. 178-179 N/A

ants: nature’s gardeners p. 182
p. 188-189

N/A

melissa’s diary p. 185 N/A

anti-suffrage for women p. 193
p. 199-200

N/A

the republic newspaper p. 196 N/A

days on the road / a trip across the plains p. 203 p. 206-207 N/A

craft and structure
R.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., 
a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and 
the whole.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions      w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
the land of counterpane (poem) p. 127 p. 132-133 N/A

pandora’s box p. 134 p. 139-140 N/A

the nest p. 141 p. 146-147 p. 150

the ant and the cricket (poem) p. 151 p. 156-157 N/A

the lion and the mouse (drama) p. 158 p. 163-164 N/A

the dog p. 165 p. 170-171 p. 174

NONFICTION PASSAGES
underwater forests p. 175 p. 180-181 N/A

ants: nature’s gardeners p. 182
p. 190-191

N/A

melissa’s diary p. 185 N/A

anti-suffrage for women p. 193
p. 201-202

N/A

the republic newspaper p. 196 N/A

days on the road / a trip across the plains p. 203 p. 208-209 N/A

craft and structure
R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content 
and style of a text.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage         questions      w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
town mouse and country mouse p. 211 p. 212-213 N/A

I want to be big p. 214 p. 215-216 N/A

the miller and his son p. 219 p. 220-221 N/A

the cake p. 222 p. 223-224 p. 227

belling the cat p. 228 p. 229-230 N/A

the plan N/A N/A p. 231-232

NONFICTION PASSAGES
baseball p. 235 p. 236-237 p. 240

babe ruth p. 242 p. 243-244 p. 249

going west p. 250 p. 251-252 p. 255

the California gold rush p. 257 p. 258-259 N/A

creating a government p. 264 p. 265-266 N/A

foundation of government documents p. 269 p. 270-271 N/A

integration of knowledge and ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions
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integration of knowledge and ideas
R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
(not applicable to literature)

FICTION PASSAGES
town mouse and country mouse p. 211 N/A N/A

I want to be big p. 214 N/A N/A

the miller and his son p. 219 N/A N/A

the cake p. 222 N/A N/A

belling the cat p. 228 N/A N/A

the plan N/A N/A N/A

NONFICTION PASSAGES
baseball p. 235 p. 238-239 p. 241

babe ruth p. 242 p. 245-246 N/A

going west p. 250 p. 253-254 p. 256

the California gold rush p. 257 p. 260-261 N/A

creating a government p. 264 p. 267-268 N/A

foundation of government documents p. 269 p. 272-273 N/A

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
town mouse and country mouse p. 211

p. 217-218
N/A

I want to be big p. 214 N/A

the miller and his son p. 219
p. 225-226

N/A

the cake p. 222 N/A

belling the cat p. 228
p. 233-234

N/A

the plan N/A N/A

NONFICTION PASSAGES
baseball p. 235

p. 247-248
N/A

babe ruth p. 242 N/A

going west p. 250
p. 262-263

N/A

the California gold rush p. 257 N/A

creating a government p. 264
p. 274-275

N/A

foundation of government documents p. 269 N/A

integration of knowledge and ideas
R.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes 
or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take.

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

one page 

passage          questions       w/questions
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FICTION PASSAGES
THE FIRST TOOTH (POEM) p. 277 p. 278-279

p. 283-284
THE BABY p. 280 p. 281-282

THE FOX AND THE STORK p. 285 p. 286-287
p. 291-292

THE GAMES p. 288 p. 289-290

HOW THE TORTOISE OVERCAME… p. 293-294 p. 295-296
p. 300-301

THE FOX AND THE WELL (DRAMA) p. 297 p. 298-299

NONFICTION PASSAGES
SCREAM MACHINES p. 302 p. 303-304

p. 308-309
INCREDIBLE HULK p. 305 p. 306-307

TURKEY PARDONING p. 310 p. 311-312
p. 316-317

EASTER EGG ROLL p. 313 p. 314-315

BATTLE OF YORKTOWN p. 318 p. 319-320
p. 324-325

SURRENDER OF CORNWALLIS p. 321 p. 322-323

ALL STANDARDS

*answer keys located after each question page*

TABLE OF CONTENTS

paired

passage          questions         questions
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KEY IDEAS 
AND 

DETAILS



© jivey

Chickees

Native Americans had to build their houses using 
natural resources. They also had to be sure their house 
suited their environment to help them survive. 

The Seminole Native Americans lived in the 
Southeast where there were many marshes and swamps. 
They built their houses, called chickees, using only palmetto 
trees. The chickees were constructed with long wooden posts 
on each corner, similar to stilts. There weren’t any walls on 
their houses. In such a hot and humid climate, they didn’t 
need them. The breeze blew through their houses to keep 
them cool. The roof was assembled with palm leaves woven 
together, called palm thatch. The thatched roof was steep to 
help the rain roll off easily. In heavy rainstorms, the Seminole 
would stay dry by attaching tarps made of animal hide to the 
sides. The tarps were also hung to help stay warm when it 
occasionally got cold. The floor was elevated 
three or four feet to keep swamp animals 
out of their chickee. They used a ladder 
to get in and out of their home. 

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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What was the main natural resource used by the Seminole?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How did the Seminole stay dry?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Where in the text does the author tell you the chickees

helped keep the Seminole safe? Quote the text.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Answer these questions about Chickees.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.1

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



What was the main natural resource used by the Seminole?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How did the Seminole stay dry?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Where in the text does the author tell you the chickees helped keep the Seminole 

safe? Quote the text.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

© jivey

The main natural resource the Seminole used was the palmetto tree. 

The roof of the chickee was steep so the rain would roll off, and they would 

hang tarps during heavy rainstorms. 

In the second paragraph, the author says “The floor was elevated 

three or four feet to keep swamp animals out of their chickee..” 

Answer these questions about Chickees. 

R.1

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Fill in the missing information:

Write a summary of the text:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Use Chickees to complete the activity.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.2

MAIN IDEA:

KEY DETAIL 1:
Chickees were 
built using only 
palmetto trees. KEY DETAIL 2:

KEY DETAIL 3:

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Fill in the missing information:

Write a summary of the text:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Use Chickees to complete the activity.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.2

MAIN IDEA: The Seminoles built 
their chickees from natural 
resources.

KEY DETAIL 1:
Chickees were 
built using only 
palmetto trees. KEY DETAIL 2:

The roof was 
made of palm 
leaves woven 

together. 

KEY DETAIL 3:
The chickees

were made with 
long wooden 

posts on each 
corner.

*Also could 
mention the tarps 

made of hide. 

The Seminoles built their chickees in the swampy areas of the 

Southeast using only palmetto trees. Their chickees kept them 

cool and safe. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Why was it important for the chickees to be elevated off the 

ground?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Quote evidence from the text to show how the Seminoles’ 
chickees suited their environment.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Answer these questions about Chickees.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.3

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



Why was it important for the chickees to be elevated off the ground?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Quote evidence from the text to show how the Seminoles’ chickees suited their 

environment.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

© jivey

Chickees were built in the swamp, so they needed to be elevated so they 

stayed out of the wet ground and kept swamp animals out. . 

The Seminole lived in a hot and humid climate, so they built houses with no 

walls to stay cool. They also raised their floors to stay out of the swamps 

and to keep the swamp animals out. 

Answer these questions about Chickees. 

R.3

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Chickees
Native Americans had to build their houses using natural resources. 

They also had to be sure their house suited their environment to help them survive. 
The Seminole Native Americans lived in the Southeast where there 

were many marshes and swamps. They built their houses, called chickees, using 
only palmetto trees. The chickees were constructed with long wooden posts on 
each corner, similar to stilts. There weren’t any walls on their houses. In such a 
hot and humid climate, they didn’t need them. The breeze blew through their 
houses to keep them cool. The roof was assembled with palm leaves woven 
together, called palm thatch. The thatched roof was steep to help the rain roll off 
easily. In heavy rainstorms, the Seminole would stay dry by attaching tarps made 
of animal hide to the sides. The tarps were also hung to help stay 
warm when it occasionally got cold. The floor was elevated 
three or four feet to keep swamp animals out of their chickee. 
They used a ladder to get in and out of their home. 

What was the main natural resource used by the Seminole?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How did the Seminole stay dry?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Where in the text does the author tell you the chickees helped keep the Seminole 

safe? Quote the text.

______________________________________________________

Answer these questions about Chickees.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.1

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Chickees
Native Americans had to build their houses using natural resources. 

They also had to be sure their house suited their environment to help them survive. 
The Seminole Native Americans lived in the Southeast where there 

were many marshes and swamps. They built their houses, called chickees, using 
only palmetto trees. The chickees were constructed with long wooden posts on 
each corner, similar to stilts. There weren’t any walls on their houses. In such a 
hot and humid climate, they didn’t need them. The breeze blew through their 
houses to keep them cool. The roof was assembled with palm leaves woven 
together, called palm thatch. The thatched roof was steep to help the rain roll off 
easily. In heavy rainstorms, the Seminole would stay dry by attaching tarps made 
of animal hide to the sides. The tarps were also hung to help stay 
warm when it occasionally got cold. The floor was elevated 
three or four feet to keep swamp animals out of their chickee. 
They used a ladder to get in and out of their home. 
Answer these questions about Chickees.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.2

Fill in the missing information:

Write a summary of the text:

______________________________________________________

MAIN IDEA:

KEY DETAIL 1:
Chickees were 
built using only 

palmetto 
trees. 

KEY DETAIL 2:

KEY DETAIL 3:

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Chickees
Native Americans had to build their houses using natural resources. 

They also had to be sure their house suited their environment to help them survive. 
The Seminole Native Americans lived in the Southeast where there 

were many marshes and swamps. They built their houses, called chickees, using 
only palmetto trees. The chickees were constructed with long wooden posts on 
each corner, similar to stilts. There weren’t any walls on their houses. In such a 
hot and humid climate, they didn’t need them. The breeze blew through their 
houses to keep them cool. The roof was assembled with palm leaves woven 
together, called palm thatch. The thatched roof was steep to help the rain roll off 
easily. In heavy rainstorms, the Seminole would stay dry by attaching tarps made 
of animal hide to the sides. The tarps were also hung to help stay 
warm when it occasionally got cold. The floor was elevated 
three or four feet to keep swamp animals out of their chickee. 
They used a ladder to get in and out of their home. 

Answer these questions about Chickees.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
R.3

Why was it important for the chickees to be elevated off the ground?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Quote evidence from the text to show how the Seminoles’ chickees suited their 

environment.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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CRAFT
AND 

STRUCTURE
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The Land of Counterpane
poem by Robert Louis Stevenson

When I was sick and lay a-bed,
I had two pillows at my head,
And all my toys beside me lay
To keep me happy all the day.

And sometimes for an hour or so
I watched my leaden soldiers go,
With different uniforms and drills,

Among the bedclothes, through the hills;

And sometimes sent my ships in fleets
All up and down among the sheets;

Or brought my trees and houses out,
And planted cities all about.

I was the giant great and still
That sits upon the pillow-hill,

And sees before him, dale and plain,
The pleasant land of counterpane*.

*counterpane: quilt, cover, bedspread

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

When the poet writes, “planted cities all about,” what does he

mean by planted? 

a.  put seeds down b.  dug in the dirt

c.  placed d.  buried

Do the following verses include similes or metaphors? 
What are they comparing?

I was the giant great and still
that sits upon the pillow-hill.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Without changing the meaning of the following verse, which 

word can be used instead of pleasant?

The pleasant land of counterpane

a.  ugly b.  gloomy

c.  nasty d.  lovely

R.4

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

When the poet writes, “planted cities all about,” what does he

mean by planted? 

a.  put seeds down b.  dug in the dirt

c.  placed d.  buried

Do the following verses include similes or metaphors? 
What are they comparing?

I was the giant great and still
that sits upon the pillow-hill.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Without changing the meaning of the following verse, which 

word can be used instead of pleasant?

The pleasant land of counterpane

a.  ugly b.  gloomy

c.  nasty d.  lovely

R.4

The verses include metaphors. The boy is a giant because he is bigger than all 

of the toys. He is pretending all if his toys are in the land he has made, and he 

is sitting on a hill, which are his pillows.  

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

How many stanzas are in the poem? _________ 

What is the key idea of stanza 1?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

In which stanza does he play with soldiers? _________ 

Why do you think the author wrote this as a poem instead of 

a story?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Why is the poem titled, The Land of Counterpane?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.5
Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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How many stanzas are in the poem? _________ 

What is the key idea of stanza 1?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

In which stanza does he play with soldiers? _________ 

Why do you think the author wrote this as a poem instead of 

a story?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Why is the poem titled, The Land of Counterpane?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.5
Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

4

He wanted to create a rhythm and use rhyming verses, while focusing on a 

very small moment. 

2

A counterpane is a bedspread, and the boy is playing with his toys, imagining 

there is a land, in his bed. The pillows are hills and the sheets and covers are 

rivers and plains. 

A boy is sick and must stay in bed, so he has his toys to play with. PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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The poem is written in    (circle one)

first person point of view third person point of view

Which of the following sentences would probably most match 

the point of view of the narrator?

a. I am so bored when I’m sick. 

b. I love pretending my covers and pillows are rivers and hills.

c. The giant scares me.

d. I don’t have any fun toys. 

How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the poem 
is told?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Who is narrating the poem? How do you know?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.6
Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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The poem is written in    (circle one)

first person point of view third person point of view

Which of the following sentences would probably most match 

the point of view of the narrator?

a. I am so bored when I’m sick. 

b. I love pretending my covers and pillows are rivers and hills.

c. The giant scares me.

d. I don’t have any fun toys. 

How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the poem 
is told?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Who is narrating the poem? How do you know?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.6
Answer these questions about The Land of Counterpane.

We know what the boy is imagining as he plays because it is told from his point 

of view. 

A sick little boy is narrating the poem. He says he is sick in the first stanza. I 

know it’s a boy because when he pretends to be the giant, he says he sees the 

land before him. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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AND IDEAS
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Baseball
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

A baseball field is a 
square, but it is usually
called a “diamond.” 
There is a base at each 
corner of the diamond: 
first base, second base, 
third base, and home 
base. In the middle of 
the diamond is a pitcher’s mound. While a batter stands on 
the home plate with a bat, ready to swing, the pitcher from 
the other team throws a ball to him. Outside of the diamond, 
behind the bases, is the outfield. This is where the hitter aims 
to hit the ball to allow him time to run to at least first base. 
Players from the other team are waiting in the outfield to 
catch the ball. If they catch the ball before it hits the 
ground, the batter is out. There is also a foul line to the left 
and right of the field. If a batter hits the ball over the foul 
line, he cannot run to first base. There is a wall around the 
field. If the batter hits the ball over the wall, it is a home 
run. This gives his team an automatic point. 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Babe Ruth
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

George Herman Ruth Jr., 
nicknamed Babe Ruth, is one 
of the most infamous stars in 
sports history. He hit 54 home 
runs in 1920, making him a 
celebrity player of the New York 
Yankees team. In 1921, he broke his
own record when he hit 59 home runs, then in 1927, he 
did it again when he hit 60 home runs! Only four other 
players have been able to break Babe Ruth’s single-
season record. Roger Maris, another Yankees player, 
hit 61 home runs in 1961. Sammy Sosa beat the record a 
few times between 1998 and 2001. Mark McGwire set a 
new record in 1998 when he hit 70 home runs, but 
Barry Bonds beat him in 2001 with 73 home runs. 
Despite four other players breaking his single-season 
home run record, Babe Ruth will always remain a 
legend. He hit many home runs at a time when others 
weren’t. 
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Answer these questions about Babe Ruth.
R.7

What information from Babe Ruth’s statistics can you also 

prove with the photograph?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Where can you find when Babe Ruth was born?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

Where can you find Babe Ruth’s highest number of home 

runs in one season?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

Where can you find how many teams Babe Ruth played for?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

born February 6, 1895

first game July 11, 1914

last game May 30, 1935

teams Yankees, Red Sox, Braves

died August 16, 1948

Babe Ruth Statistics
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Answer these questions about Babe Ruth.
R.7

What information from Babe Ruth’s statistics can you also 

prove with the photograph?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Where can you find when Babe Ruth was born?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

Where can you find Babe Ruth’s highest number of home 

runs in one season?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

Where can you find how many teams Babe Ruth played for?

a.   article b.   chart c.   both

born February 6, 1895

first game July 11, 1914

last game May 30, 1935

teams Yankees, Red Sox, Braves

died August 16, 1948

Babe Ruth Statistics

He played for the Red Sox. 
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Answer these questions about Babe Ruth.
R.8

What is the author’s message in this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What facts did the author provide to support her opinion?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What other evidence or facts could the author have provided 

to make her point stronger?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________
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Answer these questions about Babe Ruth.
R.8

What is the author’s message in this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What facts did the author provide to support her opinion?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What other evidence or facts could the author have provided 

to make her point stronger?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

The author believes Babe Ruth was the greatest baseball player/a legend. 

Only four other players have beat Babe Ruth’s record. 

She could have told how many home runs other players were hitting during his 

time, or that the average player hits. 
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Answer these questions about Baseball and Babe Ruth.

How are the two passages different?

a. One is informational and one is fiction. 

b. One article explains the game and one gives an opinion. 

c. One is nonfiction and the other is a memoir.

d. One article is an autobiography and the other is a how-to article. 

Using information from Baseball, where did Babe Ruth hit 

many of the balls that were pitched to him?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage does the best job in showing home runs are 

difficult to hit? Provide evidence. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the two passages related?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

R.9
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Answer these questions about Baseball and Babe Ruth.

How are the two passages different?

a. One is informational and one is fiction. 

b. One article explains the game and one gives an opinion. 

c. One is nonfiction and the other is a memoir.

d. One article is an autobiography and the other is a how-to article. 

Using information from Baseball, where did Babe Ruth hit 

many of the balls that were pitched to him?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Which passage does the best job in showing home runs are 

difficult to hit? Provide evidence. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the two passages related?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

R.9

He hit them over the wall to score home runs. 

Babe Ruth because only a few people have hit so many. 

They are both about the topic of baseball. 
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Babe Ruth

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

George Herman Ruth Jr., nicknamed Babe Ruth, is one of the most 
infamous stars in sports history. He hit 54 home runs in 1920, making him a 
celebrity player of the New York Yankees team. In 1921, he broke his
own record when he hit 59 home runs, then in 1927, 
he did it again when he hit 60 home runs! Only four 
other players have been able to break Babe Ruth’s 
single-season record. Roger Maris, another Yankees 
player, hit 61 home runs in 1961. Sammy Sosa beat 
the record a few times between 1998 and 2001. 
Mark McGwire set a new record in 1998 when he 
hit 70 home runs, but Barry Bonds beat him in 
2001 with 73 home runs. Despite four other players breaking his single-
season home run record, Babe Ruth will always remain a legend. He hit 
many home runs at a time when others weren’t. 
Answer these questions about Babe Ruth.

R.8

What is the author’s message in this article?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What facts did the author provide to support her opinion?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What other evidence or facts could the author have provided to make her point 

stronger?
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The First Tooth
poem by Charles and Mary Lamb

Through the house what busy joy,

Just because the infant boy

Has a tiny tooth to show!

I have got a double row,

All as white, and all as small;

Yet no one cares for mine at all.

He can say but half a word,

Yet that single sound's preferred

To all the words that I can say

In the longest summer day.

He cannot walk, yet if he put

With mimic motion out his foot,

As if he thought he were advancing,

It's prized more than my best dancing.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
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Answer these questions about The First Tooth.

What inference can you make about the speaker of the poem?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the theme of this poem?

a. jealousy b. family c. cooperation d. patience

What does the speaker’s reaction in line 6 and line 14 tell the reader?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

What is a synonym for the word, mimic?

a.  step b.  copy c.  opposite d.  joke

Which definition matches advancing as used in the poem?

a. moving forward

b. spreading

c. improving

d. growing

What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

How would the poem have been different if it had been told from another point of view?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________
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Answer these questions about The First Tooth.

What inference can you make about the speaker of the poem?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What is the theme of this poem?

a. jealousy b. family c. cooperation d. patience

What does the speaker’s reaction in line 6 and line 14 tell the reader?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

What is a synonym for the word, mimic?

a.  step b.  copy c.  opposite d.  joke

Which definition matches advancing as used in the poem?

a. moving forward

b. spreading

c. improving

d. growing

What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

How would the poem have been different if it had been told from another point of view?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

R.1, R.3

R.2

R.3

R.5

R.6

The speaker is an older sibling who does not like all the attention the baby is 

getting and probably feels left out and maybe even unloved. 

a       a b       b c       c d       d e       e f       f g       g

R.4

R.4

The reader would probably not know the feelings of the older sibling. If it were 

told from a parent’s point of view, it might only talk about the wonderful things 

the baby boy is doing and not even share that there is another child.  

He feels left out, like no one cares about what he is doing. 
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Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

The Baby
Miguel raced his cars around the living room. 

“Zoom!” he shouted excitedly as he pushed it with all his 
might across the floor, sending it crashing into the wall. 

“Shhhh!” said his mother. “The baby is sleeping.”
Miguel sighed. Ever since Rosita was born, everything was all about her… and 

everything that used to be his was hers now, too! They had painted his old blue high 
chair purple for her. They even painted his old room purple, too. He had moved into 
a new room before she was born. His parents called it his “big boy room.” He had a 
big bed now, and more room for his toys. But he liked his old room, and his old bed. 

At dinner, Miguel asked his parents for his old bed back. “That’s Rosita’s bed 
now, Miguel,” his father said firmly. 

“But it was MY bed!” protested Miguel. “Plus, Rosita has two beds! Why can’t 
I have my old one back?”

“The other bed is just a bassinet, Miguel. It’s smaller and she only sleeps in 
that sometimes at night when she’s fussy. We want her to get used to sleeping in 
her crib because it’s bigger and soon, she’ll be too big for her bassinet,” replied his 
mother. She thought for a moment, then suggested, “How about tonight, you can 
sleep in your old bed, and let us know if it’s really what you think you want.”

Miguel was ecstatic about this idea. He was so ecstatic, he quickly finished 
his dinner and darted off to put on his pajamas. At bedtime, his mom pushed a 
chair over to Rosita’s crib so Miguel could clamber over the bars. He laid down and 
tried to get comfortable, but the mattress was harder than he remembered. He 
also couldn’t stretch out his legs without them going through the bars. “That’s 
okay,” he thought to himself, “I always sleep with my legs curled up.” 

Miguel’s mom covered him with a blanket. “Just holler when you need to get 
up so I can get you out of bed!” She smiled and kissed him good night. 

Miguel suddenly felt very trapped... not only by the bars, but by the idea of 
not being able to get out when he wanted. “On second thought, Mom, maybe this 
bed is better for Rosita...”
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Answer these questions about The Baby.

How does Miguel feel about Rosita? Quote evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Why do you think Miguel’s mother let him sleep in Rosita’s bed?

a. He wouldn’t stop asking. 

b. She wanted to give him back his bed. 

c. She wanted him to take care of his baby sister. 

d. She knew he would see that it wasn’t a good fit for him anymore. 

How are Miguel’s mother and father different based on the way they responded to Miguel?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How do you think the story would be different if Miguel’s mother had not let him get into 

Rosita’s bed?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How would this story be different if it had been told from Miguel’s mother’s point of view?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Answer these questions about The Baby.

How does Miguel feel about Rosita? Quote evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Why do you think Miguel’s mother let him sleep in Rosita’s bed?

a. He wouldn’t stop asking. 

b. She wanted to give him back his bed. 

c. She wanted him to take care of his baby sister. 

d. She knew he would see that it wasn’t a good fit for him anymore. 

How are Miguel’s mother and father different based on the way they responded to Miguel?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How do you think the story would be different if Miguel’s mother had not let him get into 

Rosita’s bed?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How would this story be different if it had been told from Miguel’s mother’s point of view?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

R.1, R.3

R.2

R.3

R.5

R.6

He is jealous of his baby sister because she has gotten all of his old things that 

he loved. He said, “everything that used to be his was hers now, too!”

Miguel might not realize how silly it is to still want to sleep in a crib. He might still 

be asking and might still be mad/jealous of his baby sister. 

Miguel’s father was very firm, and very matter-of-fact. Miguel’s mother was 

more thoughtful in explaining why she has two beds, and also coming up with a 

solution. .

The reader wouldn’t know Miguel’s thoughts in the crib. We also would know her 

thoughts about helping him realize the crib won’t work for him anymore. 
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Answer these questions about The First Tooth and The Baby.

Choose one of the texts and draw an illustration to represent an event in the text. 

Which text does this illustration match? ___________________________

What event did you draw? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the two texts similar?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the parents of the children in each text different?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY



© jivey

Answer these questions about The First Tooth and The Baby.

Choose one of the texts and draw an illustration to represent an event in the text. 

Which text does this illustration match? ___________________________

What event did you draw? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the two texts similar?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are the parents of the children in each text different?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

R.7

answers will vary

answers will vary

answers will vary

They are both about an older sibling who is jealous of a new baby. 

In The First Tooth, the older sibling feels left out and the parents are not paying 

attention to him. In The Baby, Miguel is jealous that the baby got all of his stuff, 

and the parents talk to him about it and work out a solution. 

R.9

R.9
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