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World Maps

Students can find their own route to Asia, then 
on the second map, use different colors to 
shade in the boxes along the bottom to make a 
key, then use each color to show the paths the 
explorers took.

Western 
Hemisphere

Maps

Students can draw the routes of the explorer 
and/or shade in the land that they claimed for 
their sponsoring country. 

Articles
(*copy at 85% to fit 

nicely in a composition 
notebook!)

Use close reading strategies to read about the 
Northwest Passage and each of the explorers. 
Students can highlight key details or take 
notes/draw pictures about the text.

Ship 
Organizers

Students should use the articles to find the 
important information to summarize each 
explorer.

Compare-
Contrast

H-Diagrams

Compare two explorers. 
**I like to have my students work as partners 
to find as many details as possible. 

Opinion 
Writing 
Prompt

Using what they have learned, students should 
decide if they think the explorers were true 
heroes. (Check out this Scholastic Article for 
some ideas of things to do before writing!)

Dear Teacher,
I hope you will enjoy using this product as much as my students and I 

do! I have provided some ideas on how to implement all the pieces of this 
product, but these are only suggestions! You should do what you think is 
best for your classroom and your teaching style.  If you have any 
questions or find any errors, please feel free to email me at 
jessica31783@gmail.com and I will get back to you as quickly as I can!

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5288
mailto:jessica31783@gmail.com


Christopher 
Columbus

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 
1451. Genoa was a seaport, and Christopher learned 
about sailing from the sailors’ stories. He went out to 
sea as a fisherman when he was a teenager. He also 
traveled with merchants who traded at Mediterranean 
ports. He studied mapmaking in between voyages.

In 1476, Columbus moved to Portugal. He became an 
expert at navigating a ship. He studied all of the travels of 

Marco Polo. Polo had been to Asia and wrote about the land 
being rich in spices, jewels, and silks. Columbus wanted to travel 

to Asia, too. All of the sailors that had been to Asia always 
traveled east, but Columbus thought it would be faster to sail 
west. He didn’t know that the Americas stood in his way!

For ten years, Christopher Columbus asked many European 
rulers if they would fund his voyage. Finally, in 1492, Spanish rulers 
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella agreed to pay for three ships: the 

Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María. Columbus and a crew of 90 men 
sailed across the Atlantic Ocean. It was a difficult voyage. The crew 
members were very unhappy with Columbus because it was taking so 
long. Some even talked of turning the ship back to go home.

Finally, on October 12, 1492, land was sighted! Columbus 
and his crew landed on an island in the Bahamas, 
which Columbus named San Salvador. He thought he  
had landed in the East Indies, so when the native 
people of the island came to investigate the  
strange ships, Columbus called them Indians. For 
the next ten weeks, they sailed around the 

Caribbean exploring the islands, including Hispaniola 
and Cuba. When Columbus returned to Spain, he 
was treated like a hero. Columbus traveled to the 

Americas three more times before he died in 1506,    
always believing he was in Asia.
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Years of 
Exploration:

Sponsoring 
Country:

Accomplishments:

Obstacles:

Reasons for Exploration:

Christopher 
Columbus

Name: ____________________________
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PREVIEW  PREVIEW



Years of 
Exploration:

1492
(and 3 other
trips, too)

Sponsoring 
Country:

Spain

Accomplishments:
discovered new land (San Salvador) 

traveled 4 times

Obstacles:

funding

didn’t know
about the
Americas  

Reasons for Exploration:

to find a way to go west
to get to Asia

Christopher 
Columbus

Name: ____________________________
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Map 
Activities



Compare
&

Contrast
Activities

Opinion Writing 
Prompt


