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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
This pack includes tests that assess standards covering all standards, 

R.1-R.9. I have aligned them with Common Core, but because reading 

comprehension skills are assessed similarly across the board, you can 

easily use these even if you don’t use Common Core. 

In the bottom left-hand corner of each page, there is a symbol. These 

denote the grade level of the passage and questions. 

2nd grade         3rd grade 4th grade          5th grade

I have written four levels of passages in fiction and nonfiction genres, as 

well as three levels of questions for each standard. This is to allow for 

differentiation for your learners. For instance, if a student is reading on 

a 3rd grade level in 5th grade, you might still give him the 5th grade 

questions, but give the 3rd grade passage. This will truly assess if he can 

perform the skill, not if he can read the passage given. Of course, you don’t 
have to do this, it is just one of the many options I’ve provided in this pack. 

I created a variety of long and short passages, as well as questions for 

each standard for each passage. The questions are not numbered so that 

you can mix and match them to create a longer test covering the skills you 

desire, or use them independently. This set does not include passages and 

questions on one page like the other sets because of the necessary length 

of the questions page to cover all standards.

Thank you!

~Jivey    ideasbyjivey@gmail.com



~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~
assess with ONE passage:
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
The ways to combine the texts and standards are ENDLESS, 

but these next pages offer several suggestions. 

There is no limit to the number of tests that can be made with this pack!

NONFICTION

POEM FICTION
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS
~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess with TWO passages, including questions for the pair:

questions
for the

pair



~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

combine multiple passages to make a longer assessment:

or assess ONLY the paired texts:
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS

FICTION

NONFICTION



~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess grade level skills with a lower grade level text:
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HOW TO USE THESE ASSESSMENTS

3rd grade level text

5th grade level questions



~MIX AND MATCH POSSIBILITIES~

assess grade level skills with a higher grade level text:
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Turkey Pardoning

For over one hundred years, the President of the 

United States has been given a living turkey as a gift for 

Thanksgiving dinner. Starting in 1947 with President Truman, 

many presidents posed with the turkeys for newspaper 

photos. In 1963, President Kennedy was given a 55-pound bird. 

It was wearing a sign on its 

neck that said, “Good Eating,
Mr. President!” However, 
President Kennedy didn’t 
want to eat him. He declared,

“We’ll just let this one grow.” 
This was the first time a 

president pardoned, or saved the life, of a turkey. 

President George H.W. Bush made turkey pardoning an 

official tradition in 1989. The turkey that had been given as a 

gift would be set free. It would not end up on the dinner 

table. Since then, all of the freed turkeys live out their days 

on farms in Virginia. The pardoned turkeys during the years 

of 2005-2009 were sent to Disney to be the grand marshal 

of the Thanksgiving parades! From dinner to Disney…now 
those were some lucky turkeys!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

President Reagan was the first president to use the word 

“pardon” when he decided to save the life of his turkey in 1987.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

When did pardoning a turkey become an official tradition?

a.  1963 b.  1947 c.  1989 d. 2005

What is the passage mostly about?

a. Turkeys can be the grand marshal at Disney. 

b. Turkeys are set free by presidents each year. 

c. Presidents don’t like to eat turkeys. 

d. President Kennedy wanted to let a turkey live. 

What is the effect of turkey pardoning?

a. Turkeys are given as gifts to presidents. 

b. Presidents pose for pictures with turkeys for newspapers. 

c. Presidents eat turkey for Thanksgiving. 

d. Turkeys live out their days on farms in Virginia. 

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

Which text feature provides information about President Reagan and the word, “pardon”?

a.  photograph b.  caption

c.  body d.  title

Which sentence would most likely match the point of view of President Kennedy?

a.  Not all turkeys should be eaten. b.  That turkey looks like good eating!

c.  Turkeys make great gifts. d.  Turkeys belong at Disney. 

Number the presidents in order of when they served, starting with the earliest:

_____ Bush             _____ Reagan               _____Truman               _____ Kennedy

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

When did pardoning a turkey become an official tradition?

a.  1963 b.  1947 c.  1989 d. 2005

What is the passage mostly about?

a. Turkeys can be the grand marshal at Disney. 

b. Turkeys are set free by presidents each year. 

c. Presidents don’t like to eat turkeys. 

d. President Kennedy wanted to let a turkey live. 

What is the effect of turkey pardoning?

a. Turkeys are given as gifts to presidents. 

b. Presidents pose for pictures with turkeys for newspapers. 

c. Presidents eat turkey for Thanksgiving. 

d. Turkeys live out their days on farms in Virginia. 

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

Which text feature provides information about President Reagan and the word, “pardon”?

a.  photograph b.  caption

c.  body d.  title

Which sentence would most likely match the point of view of President Kennedy?

a.  Not all turkeys should be eaten. b.  That turkey looks like good eating!

c.  Turkeys make great gifts. d.  Turkeys belong at Disney. 

Number the presidents in order of when they served, starting with the earliest:

_____ Bush             _____ Reagan               _____Truman               _____ Kennedy

save their life or set free

4 3                             1                             2

R.1

R.2

R.3

R.4

R.5

R.8

R.6

PREVIEW
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Easter Egg Roll

The Easter Egg Roll is an outdoor race. Children push 

a dyed, hard-boiled egg across the grass with a long-

handled spoon. This game has been played since the early 

1800s. 

In 1876, children went to Capitol Hill on the Monday 

after Easter to play the Easter Egg Roll game. They rolled 

eggs – and themselves – down the lawn. Unfortunately, their 

fun destroyed the grass. President Ulysses S. Grant signed

the Turf Protection Law. The law stopped anyone from 

playing on the turf. It protected the property from being 

ruined again. 

In 1878, President 

Rutherford B. Hayes 

allowed children to have 

their Easter Egg Roll on

the White House lawn. 

Since then, the tradition 

has continued on Monday 

after Easter. It has grown in popularity. More people attend 

the event each year. In 2016, 35,000 people went to the 

Easter Egg Roll, including celebrities!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Children filled the White House South Lawn on Monday, 

April 9, 2007, for the White House Easter Egg Roll.

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT

JIVEY
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

When does the Easter Egg Roll happen each year?

______________________________________________________ 

What is the passage mostly about?

a. the history of the White House Easter Egg Roll

b. how to play the Easter Egg Roll game

c. how to make Easter eggs

d. the signing of the Turf Protection Law

What was the cause of the Turf Protection Law?

a. President Hayes allowed children to play on the White House lawn. 

b. Children played on the lawn at Capitol Hill and ruined the grass.

c. President Grant signed the law.

d. The White House has an Easter event each year. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Which sentence would most likely match the point of view of President Hayes?

a.  Children don’t belong on government property.     b. Capitol Hill is not where kids belong.

c.  Children should be allowed to enjoy playtime.        d. The White House is not a playground. 

What details of the passage are also shown in the photograph?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

When does the Easter Egg Roll happen each year?

______________________________________________________ 

What is the passage mostly about?

a. the history of the White House Easter Egg Roll

b. how to play the Easter Egg Roll game

c. how to make Easter eggs

d. the signing of the Turf Protection Law

What was the cause of the Turf Protection Law?

a. President Hayes allowed children to play on the White House lawn. 

b. Children played on the lawn at Capitol Hill and ruined the grass.

c. President Grant signed the law.

d. The White House has an Easter event each year. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Which sentence would most likely match the point of view of President Hayes?

a.  Children don’t belong on government property.     b. Capitol Hill is not where kids belong.

c.  Children should be allowed to enjoy playtime.        d. The White House is not a playground. 

What details of the passage are also shown in the photograph?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

The Monday after Easter

R.1

R.2

R.3

R.4

R.6

R.7

The children are hitting eggs with long-handled spoons on the lawn. The White 

House is in the background, so you know it’s happening on the lawn of the White 

House. 

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Write a short story about attending either a Turkey Pardoning OR the Easter Egg Roll. Make 

sure to include details you’ve learned from the passages. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Write a short story about attending either a Turkey Pardoning OR the Easter Egg Roll. Make 

sure to include details you’ve learned from the passages. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

They are both about traditions/events that occur at the White House that 

involve the President on holidays.  

answers will vary, but should include details about the event they choose

R.9

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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Turkey Pardoning

For over one hundred years, the President of the United 

States has been given a live turkey as a gift for Thanksgiving 

dinner. Beginning in 1947 with President Truman, many of the 

Presidents posed with the turkeys for newspaper photos. In 

1963, President Kennedy was given a 55-pound bird wearing a 

sign on its neck that said, 

“Good Eating, Mr. President!” 
However, President Kennedy 

decided he would not eat him, 

and announced, “We’ll just let 
this one grow.” This was the 
first time a president 

pardoned, or spared the life, 

of a turkey. 

President George H.W. Bush made turkey pardoning an 

official tradition in 1989. The gifted turkey would be set free 

rather than end up on the presidential dinner table. Since then, 

all of the freed turkeys live out their days on farms in Virginia. 

The pardoned turkeys during the years of 2005-2009 were 

sent to Disney to be the grand marshal of the Thanksgiving 

parades! From dinner to Disney…now those were some lucky 
turkeys!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

President Reagan was the first president to use the word 

“pardon” when he decided to save his gifted turkey in 1987.

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

Where in the text does the author tell you that turkey pardoning is a tradition? 

Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What is the main idea of the passage?

a. It is a tradition for turkeys to be the grand marshal at Disney. 

b. Turkeys are set free by presidents each year. 

c. Presidents don’t like to eat turkeys. 

d. President Kennedy wanted to let a turkey live. 

What was the effect of President Bush’s tradition?

______________________________________________________

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

How are the ideas in Turkey Pardoning mostly organized?

a. in chronological order (sequence)

b. through compare and contrast of presidents and turkeys

c. with descriptions of each presidents’ turkey

d. as a problem/solution to show how to help a turkey

How does the photograph contribute to the text? (What is the purpose?)

______________________________________________________

How did the author show President Kennedy pardoned his turkey?

______________________________________________________

PREVIEW

COPYRIGHT
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

Where in the text does the author tell you that turkey pardoning is a tradition? 

Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What is the main idea of the passage?

a. It is a tradition for turkeys to be the grand marshal at Disney. 

b. Turkeys are set free by presidents each year. 

c. Presidents don’t like to eat turkeys. 

d. President Kennedy wanted to let a turkey live. 

What was the effect of President Bush’s tradition?

______________________________________________________

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

How are the ideas in Turkey Pardoning mostly organized?

a. in chronological order (sequence)

b. through compare and contrast of presidents and turkeys

c. with descriptions of each presidents’ turkey

d. as a problem/solution to show how to help a turkey

How does the photograph contribute to the text? (What is the purpose?)

______________________________________________________

How did the author show President Kennedy pardoned his turkey?

______________________________________________________

save their life or set free

R.1

R.2

R.3

R.4

R.5

The author provided a quote from Kennedy, “We’ll just let this one grow.”

R.8

In the second paragraph, the author says that President George H.W. Bush 

made turkey pardoning an official tradition in 1989.

Each year, a turkey is freed and lives its life on a farm in Virginia.

The photograph gives a visual of a president pardoning a turkey. 

R.7

PREVIEW
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Easter Egg Roll

The Easter Egg Roll is an outdoor race where children 

push a dyed, hard-boiled egg across the grass with a long-

handled spoon. This game has been played since the early 

1800s. 

In 1876, children went to Capitol Hill on the Monday 

after Easter to play the game. They rolled eggs – and 

themselves – down the lawn. Unfortunately, their fun 

destroyed the grass. President Ulysses S. Grant signed the 

Turf Protection Law “to prevent any portion of the Capitol 
grounds and terraces from being used as play-grounds or 

otherwise, so far as may be

necessary to protect the 

public property, turf, and

grass from destruction and

injury.”
In 1878, President 

Rutherford B. Hayes allowed 

children to have their Easter

Egg Roll on the White House lawn. Since then, the tradition has 

continued every Monday after Easter, growing in popularity. 

More people attend the event each year. In 2016, 35,000 

people went to the Easter Egg Roll, including celebrities!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Children filled the White House South Lawn on Monday, 

April 9, 2007, for the White House Easter Egg Roll.

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

What can you infer about the White House Easter Egg Roll? Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What is the main idea of the passage?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the cause of the Turf Protection Law?

a. President Hayes allowed children to play on the White House lawn. 

b. Children played on the lawn at Capitol Hill and ruined the grass.

c. President Grant signed the law.

d. The White House has an Easter event each year. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Is the photograph a primary source or a secondary source? How do you know?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

What details of the passage are also shown in the photograph?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

What can you infer about the White House Easter Egg Roll? Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What is the main idea of the passage?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

What was the cause of the Turf Protection Law?

a. President Hayes allowed children to play on the White House lawn. 

b. Children played on the lawn at Capitol Hill and ruined the grass.

c. President Grant signed the law.

d. The White House has an Easter event each year. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Is the photograph a primary source or a secondary source? How do you know?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

What details of the passage are also shown in the photograph?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

It is a fun event. More people go every year, 35,000 in 2016, and that many 

people wouldn’t want to go to something that isn’t fun. 

R.2

R.3

R.4

R.6

R.7

The children are hitting eggs with long-handled spoons on the lawn. The White 

House is in the background, so you know it’s happening on the lawn of the White 

House. 

R.1

It is a primary source. It is an original document taken by someone at the event. 

The Easter Egg Roll is a tradition that started over a hundred years ago. It has 

been played at the White House each year on the Monday after Easter since it 

was outlawed on Capitol Hill. 

PREVIEW
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Write a short story about attending either a Turkey Pardoning OR the Easter Egg Roll. Make 

sure to include details you’ve learned from the passages. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Write a short story about attending either a Turkey Pardoning OR the Easter Egg Roll. Make 

sure to include details you’ve learned from the passages. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

They are both about traditions/events that occur at the White House that 

involve the President on holidays.  

answers will vary, but should include details about the event they choose

R.9

PREVIEW
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Turkey Pardoning

For over one hundred years, the President of the United 

States has been presented with a live turkey as a gift for 

Thanksgiving dinner. Beginning in 1947 with President Truman, 

many of the Presidents posed with the turkeys for newspaper 

photos. In 1963, a 55-pound bird wearing a sign on its neck that 

said, “Good Eating, Mr. 
President!” was delivered to 
President Kennedy. However, 

President Kennedy decided he 

would not eat him, and 

announced, “We’ll just let 
this one grow.” This was the 
first time a president 

pardoned, or spared the life, of a turkey. 

President George H.W. Bush made turkey pardoning an 

official tradition in 1989. The gifted turkey would be released 

rather than end up on the presidential dinner table. Since then, 

all of the freed turkeys live out their days on farms in Virginia. 

The pardoned turkeys during the years of 2005-2009 were 

sent to Disney to be the grand marshal of the Thanksgiving 

parades! From dinner to Disney…now those were some lucky 
turkeys!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

President Reagan was the first president to use the word 

“pardon” when he elected to save his gifted turkey in 1987.
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

Where in the text does the author tell you that turkey pardoning is a tradition? 

Quote the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Summarize the text.

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Which two presidents are most similar in this text?

a.  Truman and Kennedy b.  Bush and Truman

c.  Kennedy and Bush d.  Reagan and Truman

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

How are the ideas in Turkey Pardoning mostly organized?

a. in chronological order (sequence)

b. through compare and contrast of presidents and turkeys

c. with descriptions of each presidents’ turkey

d. as a problem/solution to show how to help a turkey

What keyword(s) should you type into a search engine to find out more about this topic?

a.  turkey b.  presidents c.  pardon turkeys d.  President Bush

How did the author show President Kennedy pardoned his turkey?

______________________________________________________
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning.

Where in the text does the author tell you that turkey pardoning is a tradition? 

Quote the text. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Summarize the text.

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Which two presidents are most similar in this text?

a.  Truman and Kennedy b.  Bush and Truman

c.  Kennedy and Bush d.  Reagan and Truman

What is the meaning of pardon?

______________________________________________________

How are the ideas in Turkey Pardoning mostly organized?

a. in chronological order (sequence)

b. through compare and contrast of presidents and turkeys

c. with descriptions of each presidents’ turkey

d. as a problem/solution to show how to help a turkey

What keyword(s) should you type into a search engine to find out more about this topic?

a.  turkey b.  presidents c.  pardon turkeys d.  President Bush

How did the author show President Kennedy pardoned his turkey?

______________________________________________________

save their life or set free

R.1

R.2

R.3

R.5

The author provided a quote from Kennedy, “We’ll just let this one grow.”

R.8

In the second paragraph, the author states, “President George H.W. Bush made 

turkey pardoning an official tradition in 1989.”

A turkey is given to the President of the United States each year. Some 

presidents, like Kennedy and Reagan, announced they would not eat the turkey. 

President Bush made it a tradition to pardon the gifted turkey in 1989.

R.4

R.6
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Easter Egg Roll

The Easter Egg Roll is an outdoor race where children 

push a dyed, hard-boiled egg across the grass with a long-

handled spoon. This game has been played since the early 

1800s. 

In 1876, children went to Capitol Hill on the Monday 

after Easter to play the game. They rolled eggs – and 

themselves – down the lawn. Unfortunately, their fun 

demolished the grass. President Ulysses S. Grant signed the 

Turf Protection Law “to prevent any portion of the Capitol 
grounds and terraces from being used as play-grounds or 

otherwise, so far as may be

necessary to protect the 

public property, turf, and

grass from destruction and

injury.”
In 1878, President 

Rutherford B. Hayes

permitted children to have 

their Easter Egg Roll on the White House lawn, which began 

the annual tradition. It has continued every Monday after 

Easter, and grown in popularity each year. In 2016, 35,000 

people went to the Easter Egg Roll, including celebrities!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Children filled the White House South Lawn on Monday, 

April 9, 2007, for the White House Easter Egg Roll.
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

What can you infer about the White House Easter Egg Roll? Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Summarize the text.

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How did Grant’s Turf Protection Law affect children in 1878 and after?

a.  They didn’t have an Easter Egg Roll. b.  They had their Easter Egg Roll at Capitol Hill. 

c.  Hayes reversed the law so kids could play.      d.  The location of the Easter Egg Roll was moved. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Write a short story from the point of view of the boy in the photograph. Be sure to also 

include details you learned from the text. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________
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Answer these questions about Easter Egg Roll.

What can you infer about the White House Easter Egg Roll? Cite evidence from the text. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Summarize the text.

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How did Grant’s Turf Protection Law affect children in 1878 and after?

a.  They didn’t have an Easter Egg Roll. b.  They had their Easter Egg Roll at Capitol Hill. 

c.  Hayes reversed the law so kids could play.      d.  The location of the Easter Egg Roll was moved. 

What is a synonym for the word, turf?

a.  dirt b.  grass c.  children d.  law

Write a short story from the point of view of the boy in the photograph. Be sure to also 

include details you learned from the text. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

It is a fun event. More people go every year, 35,000 in 2016, and that many 

people wouldn’t want to go to something that isn’t fun. 

R.2

R.3

R.4

R.1

The Easter Egg Roll is a tradition that started over a hundred years ago. It has 

been played at the White House each year on the Monday after Easter since it 

was outlawed on Capitol Hill. 

answers will vary, but should include details from the text

R.6, R.7
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

On that day in 1953, First Lady Eisenhower was disturbed to see that 

black children were peering in at the festivities from beyond the gates, 

instead of taking part. The following year, she invited African-American 

families to join for the first time since the tradition officially began in 

1878, a small but symbolic blip on the path to integration.

To what event is the report above referring? How do you know?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
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Answer these questions about Turkey Pardoning and Easter Egg Roll.

How are the two texts different?

a. Each discusses two different time periods.

b. Each discusses different Presidents.

c. Each is about a different holiday.

d. All of the above are differences. 

How are the topics of both of these passages similar?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

On that day in 1953, First Lady Eisenhower was disturbed to see that 

black children were peering in at the festivities from beyond the gates, 

instead of taking part. The following year, she invited African-American 

families to join for the first time since the tradition officially began in 

1878, a small but symbolic blip on the path to integration.

To what event is the report above referring? How do you know?

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

They are both about traditions/events that occur at the White House that 

involve the President on holidays.  

R.9

It is referring to the Easter Egg Roll. Children take part in the Easter Egg Roll, 

and it officially began in 1878. 

R.9

R.6
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Turkey Pardoning

The President of the United States is given a living 

Thanksgiving turkey each year. This gift has been given for 

over one hundred years. In 1947, President Truman posed with 

his turkey for newspaper photos. Many presidents did the 

same after him. In 1963, President Kennedy was given a 

55-pound turkey. The turkey 

was wearing a sign on its neck 

that said, “Good Eating, Mr. 
President!” President Kennedy 
didn’t want to eat him. He said,
“We’ll just let this one grow.” 
This was the first time a 

president pardoned, or saved the life, of a turkey. 

President George H.W. Bush made turkey pardoning an 

official tradition in 1989. The turkey that had been given as a 

gift would be set free. It would not end up on the dinner 

table. Since then, all of the freed turkeys live on farms in 

Virginia. The pardoned turkeys during the years of 2005-

2009 were sent to Disney. They were the grand marshal of 

the Thanksgiving parades! From dinner to Disney…now those 
were some lucky turkeys!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

President Reagan was the first president to use the word 

“pardon” when he saved the life of his turkey in 1987.
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Easter Egg Roll

The Easter Egg Roll is an outdoor race. Children 

push a dyed, hard-boiled egg across the grass in the 

race. They push the egg with a long-handled spoon. This 

game has been played since the early 1800s. 

In 1876, children went to Capitol Hill on the 

Monday after Easter. They went to play the Easter Egg 

Roll game. They rolled eggs – and themselves – down the 

lawn. Sadly, their fun ruined the grass. President Ulysses 

S. Grant signed the Turf Protection Law. The law stopped 

anyone from playing on the turf. It protected the 

property from being ruined again. 

In 1878, President 

Rutherford B. Hayes 

allowed children to have 

their Easter Egg Roll on 

the White House lawn. 

Each year, more and 

more people go to the 

White House on the Monday after Easter. In 2016, 

35,000 people went- even some famous people!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Children filled the White House South Lawn on Monday, 

April 9, 2007, for the White House Easter Egg Roll.
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